28 INTRODUCTION

as a prisoner of the Mohawks, the easternmost of the
five tribes of the confederacy. Two years later, Bres-
sani, while on his way to the Huron missions, was also
captured by the Mohawks, passed through a similar
experience of torture, was sold to the Dutch, and
transported back to France, and again like Jogues
resumed his hazardous task of attempting to tame the
American savage. During the first peace (May,
1646 ), Jogues, now in civilian costume, paid a brief
visit to his former tormentors on the Mohawk, this
time conveying only expressions of good-will from
the governor of New France. His political errand
accomplished, he returned to Quebec; but in August
was back again, with a young French attendant
named Lalande, intent on opening a mission among
the Iroquois. Meanwhile, there had been a revul-
sion of sentiment on their part, and the two French-
men had no sooner reached the Mohawk than they
were tortured and killed.

During an Iroquois attack upon Quebec, seven
years later (1653), Father Joseph Anthony Poncet
was taken prisoner by the marauders and carried to
the Mohawk, where he suffered in the same manner
as his predecessors; but his captors being now desir-
ous of a renewal of peace with the French, spared
his life, and sent him back to Quebec with overtures
for a renewal of negotiations. Early in July, 1654,
Father Simon le Moyne was sent forth upon a tour
of inspection, and returned to Quebec in September,
with glowing reports of the fervor of his reception
by both Mohawks and Omnondagas. It was deter-
mined to rear a mission among the latter, and thither
(1655),—a four weeks’ voyage,— proceeded Claude
Dablon and Peter Mary Joseph Chaumonot; while,



